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v2 
Expectation 


By Emeline Porter Buswell 


Revelation 19:6-8; Ephesians 5:26; 1 Thessa- 
lenians 4:13-18; 1:10; 2:19; 3:13. 
HE times are dark! I listen for the 
sound 
Which, some day, shall ring on ‘my 
listening ear; 
For well I-know my spirit will rebound 
When He, with trumpet call, shall shout, 
“Come thou up here.” 


The world goes mad! I listen for His 
voice 
As many waters, mighty, thundering, 
For some day shall these skies of earth 
rejoice, ‘ 


When, through their arches sound —. 


“The Lord is King!” 


My hope grows bright! I listen for the 
word — 
“The glorious marriage of the Lamb is 
come !” 
The Bride is clothed in brightness of her 
Lord, 
Presented, spotless, in 
“His Father’s Home.” 


#2 


His Comfort in Confusion 


Thought can be as swift, trouble- 
some, and poisonous as a swarm of mos- 
quitoes. We sit in church, wanting to 
worship, and we think of the problems 
of a son or daughter far from home, or 
something far less serious, as the Sunday 
dinner. We begin to read the Bible, 


and our thoughts wander off.to the roof 
of the house which needs repairing. We 
try to pray, and a pungent, penetrating 
remark made by someone the day before 
intrudes itself, and then we think of a 
clever, logical answer we might have 
given but didn’t. “An enemy hath done 
this” (Matt. 13:28). It is the Devil who 
would “choke the word” with “the care 
of this world” and would thus cause 
us to become “unfruitful” (13:22). It 
is then that we desperately need “the 
weapons of our warfare [which] are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds; casting 
down imaginations” (2°Cor, 10:4, 5). 
Peace is not promised to us as our 
thoughts center upon ourselves or our 
troubles, but only to him “whose mind 
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is stayed on thee: because he trusteth 
in thee” (Isa. 26:3). There are some 
lethargic foiks who seem to know little 
of the tumult of temptations that sweeps 
in through the thought life. They may 
not need thesé words. But there are 
many who know what it is to be haunted 
in worship, Bible study, and prayer and 
in wakeful hoyrs of the night by nag- 
ging, persistent, and utterly discourag- 
ing thoughts. For them the way of vic- 
tory lies in resolutely fixing the thoughts, 
by His grace, upon Him who alone can 
give peace. This is best done through 
the words of Scripture and often through 
ahymn. Then we shall know what Da- 
vid meant when he said, “In the multi- 
tude of my thoughts within me thy com- 
forts delight my soul” (Psa, 94:19). 


ll. Adolphe Monod on Inspiration 


Translated by Ernes. Gordon 


? 

CRIPTURE is useful for teaching. 
S Study and meditation on its pages 

is the best course both in religion 
and theology. Is it a question of closing 
the mouths of those who contradict its 
sane truth? Scripture is useful to.con- 
vince. A single “It is written” has more 
weight than all the arguments of phi- 
losophy. Is it a question of bringing 
back to obedience a strayed child of 
God? Scripture is useful for correc- 
tion. The believer finds in it all the re- 
sources and all the aids necessary to 
make a man perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished to all good works. Scripture is 
all this for Timothy, whether as a Chris- 
tian he applies it to himself, or as an 
evangelist offers it to others. 


Take the Scriptures that the apostle 
had before him when he wrote, “All 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will call on the Lord, who 
is worthy to be praised: so shall I 
be saved from mine enemies” (2 
Sam. 22:4). 




















Scripture is inspired of God.” Com- 
pare them with the religious philosophi- 
cal literature of the most enlightened 
pagan nations. That this comparison 
may be more equitable, more decisive, 
let us put in parallel columns the sacred 
books in order of composition and the 
corresponding books of pagan contem- 
poraries, when such books exist. While 
Moses, David, Isaiah, Daniel, Malachi 
were writing their books, to be trans- 
mitted by the Jewish people from age 
to age, ‘what were the poets and philoso- 
phers of Greece writing? ‘ 
Moses, or the Law, dates back to fifteen 
hundred years before Christ. The cre- 
ation of the world and ofithe human 
race by a personal, living, willing, think- 
ing, speaking God, whose work has no 
equal; the fall of our race and the mercy 
of God in preparing for it a Saviour to 
come; the origins of history, of the fam- 
ily, of society, of governments, of wor- 
ship, of arts, and industry; Abraham 
believing the promises of God, his faith 
accounted to him for righteousness and 
enabling him to make the greatest of 
sacrifices; God revealing Himself to 
Moses and by Moses to Israel under the 
name of Jehovah, or I Am that [I Am. 
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in a world immersed in. idolatry; the 
Decalogue, that summary in ten articles 
of all religious, social, and personal 
morality; its expansion into a code from 
which the most advanced nations of'tu- 
day can still draw instruction; and all 
this crowned with a discourse (the fare- 
well of Moses) that breathes a holiness, 
a devotion, and a tenderness that seem 


to anticipate the Gospel. All this for 
the column of Scripture Then pass to 
the other column. 

But, no! there is none, Or at least 


one cannot eonsider as anything this 
thing without historical value, made up 
of good and bad, chivalric exploits and 
shameful amours of gods become men, 
or men become gods. Here is an im- 
mense shipwreck of all certainty, of 
all truth, floating on the abyss, debris 
in the half light of night, names almost 
forgotten —Inachus, Codrus, Cadmus, 
mixed with those of Apollo, Minerva, 
Jupiter. Or if you ask for more pre- 
cise memorabilia, the Bacchantes on Mt. 
Rhodope cutting Orpheus to pieces, the 
Hellenes weeping over the adventures 
of Eurydice — and this at a time when 
Israel was hearing with terror the Law 
given on Sinai by the voice of the liv- 
ing and true God, 


David, with Solomon his son, or the 
prophetic kingdom, dates from 1000 B.C. 
Creation and Providence are celebrated 
(in the Psalms) and redemption an- 
nounced. The Redeemer is predicted 
and described, sin recognized and con- 
fessed in the light of divine holiness, 
“Against thee, thee only have I sinned”; 


grace accepted and understood in a sense. 


that anticipates the Gospel: “Blessed is 
the man whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.” Fatherly conso- 
lation, fatherly direction, fatherly train- 
ing, fatherly favor, invoked, obtained, 
glorified. The whole earth invited to 
partake of this spiritual festival of faith, 
pardon, obedience, joy, in these inim- 
itable psalms of supernatural beauty. 

Ecclesiastes is a mysterious monologue 
that deals with the profound needs of 
the heart, the mind, and the conscience. 
To these needs, the world and life deign 
to give no answer save one that adds 
the bitterness of deception to that of 
despair. ‘Here all the aspirations the 
temptations, obscurities, and contradic- 
tions of the human soul move in an in- 
escapable circle, enclosed between the 
two phrases, “Vanity of vanities; all is 
vanity,” and, “Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man” 

In the detached sentences of the Book 
of Proverbs are keen but elevated ob- 
servations of the conditions of social 
life and the secrets of domestic life, an 
‘ exact and altogether spiritual apprecia- 
tion of the diversities of sex, fortune, 
character, genius. All this leading on 
from all sides to piety, whose name 
alterriates with wisdom as the name 
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folly with impiety. Here are rich treas- 
ures of practical prudence from which 
the family father can draw endlessly 
and which hides in its bosom a still 
richer treasurer of inner light not less 
inexhaustible for the Christian ‘soul. 

This is the Scripture column; now look 
at the other, the thrce centuries that 
have passed between the Trojan war and 
the poets who sang about it. Founders 
of monarchies succeed demigods. Truth 
slowly disentangles itself from fable, all 
science concentrates in the 
Homer and Hesiod, beautiful, I grant, 
but vain, with no place at all for a 
philosophy, an ethic, a home economy, 
a social administration, for any faith or 
piety worthy of the name, 


Isaiah, Daniel, Malachi prophesy be- 
fore, during, and after the Captivity, 
dating from 700 to 400 B.C. Isaiah, filled 
with the Spirit of God, describes in his 
anticipations of the Gospel that Messiah 
in whom glory and humiliation are in- 
comprehensibly intermingled. He an- 
nounces in turn the holihess of that. Holy 
God (“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts”); his free mercy (“I, even I, am 
he that blotteth out thy transgressions 

. and will not remember thy sins’); 
the spiritual obedience that He requires 
(“Cease to do evil; learn to do well... 
judge the fatherless”); His living unity 
and sole glory (“Before me there was no 
God formed, neither shall there be after 
me, . .. My glory will I not give to 
another”). 

Then Daniel, so faithful to his God, 
so obedient to God’s law, so burdened 
with the sins of his people and so severe 
on himself, so watchful in prayer, so 
firm under persecution, and at the same 
time so wise a counselor to kings. And 
Malachi so intent on honoring God, (“A 
son honoureth his father, and a servant 
his master: if then I be a father, where 
is mine honour?”) 

So much for the Scripture side. As 
to the pagan, we have Pythagoras with 
his transmigration of souls; Democrites 
with his atoms; Thales tracing the world 
back to matter, which is disputed by 
Anaximander, who substitutes fire, and 
Anaximines, ether. Anaxagoras makes 
way for Socrates, who is forerunner of 
Plato and Aristotle. At last we have 
a Greek science, a Greek philosophy, a 
Greek history. Rome still sleeps and 
wakens only for war. But by that time 
the prophecy of Scripture has fulfilled 
itself, centuries in advance of all light 
in the rest of the world. One might 
say that, in order to have no rival, four 
centuries of silence were given for hu- 
man wisdom to think and speak. 

‘O Scripture of the Old Testament, 
voice of a little people without letters 
or fame, yet dominating the great voices 
of the earth; without knowing it, mother 
and nurse of history, theology, ethics, 
jurisprudence, philosophy, and poetry; 
fertile source of human affairs, sole wit- 


ideas of 
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ness of divine things, living link be- 
tween the creature and the Creator, be- 
tween earth and Heaven, between time 
and eternity; Word always consistent 
with itself from the beginfling to the 
beginning of the beginning. Who else 
could inspire thee than the Eternal God? 
It is not the apostle only, it is truth 
based on fact, jt is universal history that 
says, “All Scripture is inspired of God.” 

This practical usefulness which the 
Scripture possesses for all the inner 
needs of man, and which no other 


(Continued on page $25) 








Notes on Open Letters 
How Can Satan Indwell a Man? 


Since Satan is a created being, how 
has he the power to indwell a man, 
as has the Holy Spirit?—A New Hamp- 
shire reader, 

Though Satan was created, he is a 
spiritual being, and spirits can enter into” 
human beings. When Satan appeared 
before God in the Book of Job (1:6; 2: 
1, 2), and when he afflicted Job in. vari- 
ous ways, there is nothing to indicate 
that he had any form. visible to men. 
The same is true of the numerous -in- 
stances when he comes into the New 
Testament records. ; 

Evil spirits can enter into men and 
women. There was a legion of. spirits 
in the Gadarene demoniac, encugh to 
cause a whole herd of swine to run 
“violently down a steep place into the 
sea, (they were about two thousand;)” 


when the Lord Jesus cast them out of - 


the man. Evidently spirits desire hu- 
man habitation. “When the unclean 
spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh 
through dry places, seeking rest, and 
findeth none. Then he saith, I will re- 
turn into my house from whence I came 
out; and when he is come, he findeth 
it empty, swept, and garnished. Then 
goeth he, and taketh with himself seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself, 
and they enter in and dwell there: and 
the last state of that man is“worse than 
Une first. Even sc shall it be also unto 


"this wicked generation” (Matt, 12: 43-45). 


Satan himself entered into Judas Iscariot 
(Luke 22:3). 

We cannot explain just how Satan or 
another evil spirit can enter into a man, 
but the fact is plain from Scripture and 
human experience, particularly on the 
mission field. But, thanks be to God, 
His Spirit is stronger than Satan and 
any and all of his evil spirits. The Lord 
Jesus and the apostles cast out demons 
through the power of His name, and 
many missionaries have testified to the 
same power today as they have seen 
heathen people delivered from indwell- 
ing, evil spirits. “Ye are of God, little 


children, and have overcome them: be- 
cause greater is he that is in you, than 
he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4), 
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Hymns Written by Great Preachers 


Their valuable contributions to the worship of the church 


since the early centuries 


I 


MBROSE of Milan (340-397) be- 
A tones to a rich Roman family 

and was educated for the forum 
While he was serving as the commis- 
sioned governor of Milan, a fierce con- 
test between several church factions 
arose, concerning the election of a 
bishop. The governor went to preserve 
order. While he was addressing the 
crowd, a child raised the cry, “Ambrosius 
Epigcopus!” The multitude took this 
voice of a little child for the voice of 
God, and Ambrose left the judicial bench 
to occupy the episcopal chair. He was 
immediately baptized, and eight days 
later was consecrated bishop of Milan. 
And like Zacchzus, when called by the 
Lord, he bequeathed his wealth to the 
poor, and became rich in loving service. 
The eloquence that he had’ formerly 
displayed in the forum became even 
the more brilliant when employed in 
the service of Christ. If is thought that 
the great Augustine was converted un- 
der the spell of his preaching. 

When we consider the consecrated life 
of Ambrose we are not surprised that 
God put a new song in his mouth. Most 
likely he gave the “Te Deum,” and the 
“Gloria in Excelsis” their present form. 
In them we find clear declarations of 
faith: expressed in Scriptural language. 
It is because they are so full of Christ 
and His saving grace that they never 
lose their light and power for the hearts 
and souls’: of men. In our liturgical 
churches it is unlikely that a glad sea- 
son of national thanksgiving will ever 
be observed without the congregation 
tuning their hearts for the singing of 
the “Te Deum Laudamus,” 

“We praise Thee, O God.” 


Il. 


Bernard of Clairvaux (1091-1153) 
wished to become a soldier, but when 
he was nineteen his pious mother died, 
and following her wish and prayer he 
became a monk. So enthusiastic was 
he, so strong in his persuasive power, 
thatefour of his brothers, two of whom 
abandoned their wives, joined him at 
the monastery of Citeaux. His father, 
a rich baron of Burgundy, also forsook 
his rich estates to become a monk like 
his son. “Mothers hid their sons, wives 
their husbands, companions their 
friends,” lest they should fall under the 
fascinating influence of Bernard. 

The monastery to which Bernard had 
gone had the reputation for an exceed- 
ingly austere discipline. This suited its 
new candidate well, for he counted sleep 
as a loss, took food only to*keep from 


Many Times readers will remem- 
ber that other articles on hymns by 
Dr, Hagedorn have been published 
in these pages in recent years. He 
is pastor of the Bethel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Philadelphia, 
and has made a special study of 
hymnology. 

This article contains brief sketches 
of eight famous Christian leaders 
who also wrote hymns. Dr. Hagedorn 
quotes the titles or first lines of 
some of the best known. One of the 
most comforting and strengthening 
hymns to which Dr. Hagedorn refers 
is a six-stanza hymn by Robert Bax- 
ter, from which the following three 
are given: 

Lord, it belongs not to my care 

Whether I die or live; 


To love and serve Thee is*my share. 
And this Thy grace must give. 


Christ leads me through no darker rooms 
Than He went through before; 

And He that to God’s kingdom comes 
Must enter by this door. y 


My knowledge of that life is small, 
The eye of faith is dim; 

But "tis enough that Christ knows all, 
And I shall be with Him. * 








fainting, and delighted in the rigorous 
austerities required of him. . His genius 
was apparent from the start, and after 
a few years he was sent with some 
brothers to begin a monastery at Clair- 
vaux. Here he wielded a strong influ- 
ence. He did much to promote the Sec- 
ond Crusade, and his controversy with 
Abelard extended his recognition. Luther 
called him “the greatest and best monk 
who ever lived.” 

The preaching of Bernard was almost 
evangelical. His privations might have 
disqualified him for many a duty, but 


his haggard form made his words all 


the more’ impressive. His eloquence 
poured forth as from a: fragile, perish- 
ing vessel. His appearance, his gestures, 
the tones of his voice could produce 
tremendous effects. It is said even in 
lands where the language he spoke was 
strange he yet could be understood. As 
he was much in prayer and meditation, 
wells of living water were cast deep 
in his nature. Upon these supplies he 
could draw for the refreshment of his 
fellow men, 

From his pen came a long poem: begin- 
ning, “Jesu, dulcis memoria,” from which 
several choice hymns have been taken, 
among them the following: 

“Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts,” and 
“Jesus, the very thought of Thee,’ 
both translated by Ray Palmer; and, 
“O sacred Head once wounded,” 
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a translation by Dr. J. W. Alexander of 
Paul Gerhardt’s hymn, “O Haupt voll 
Blut und wunden,” which was taken 
from Bernard's poem, 


Il. 


Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1498) made 
his pulpit in the city of Florence a cen- 
ter of power and influence. This Do- ’ 
minican friar lifted up his voice against 
the prevailing vices of the priesthood 
and the gross immoralities of the peo- 
ple. In the Duomo (cathedral) his 
thrilling voice and impassioned gestures 
captivated his hearers. “The church 
must .he renewed !” he cried. Under his 
ministry the light-hearted, pleasure-lov- 
ing Florence became a city of Puritans. 
The women threw aside their jewels and 
finery, dressed themselves plainly, and 
bore themselves demurely. Licentious 


* young Florentines were transformed into 


sober religious men. Pious hymns re- 
placed carnival songs. Savonarola was 
indeed an incorruptible man in a very 
corruptible age. At last, however, the 
people wearied of his moral reforms and 
uncompromising , ideals, and _ turned 
against him. This stalwart man of God 
was arrested, tortured, unfairly tried, 
hanged, and then burned, 

The traces of Savonarola’s work soon 
disappeared. According to his own defini- 
tion he was but a forerunner and a sac- 
rifice. On the day of his execution he 
said, “My Lord died for my sins; shall 
I not gladly give my poor life for Him?” 
His memory, however, remained pre- 
cious to Florence and to his order. And 
his memory remains with us, too, be- 
cause of his hymn, 

“Jesus, refuge of the weary.” 


IV. 


Martin Luther (1483-1546) was trustful 
enough to make the “foolishness of 
preaching” the chief instrument in the 
promotion of the doctrines of the Refor- 
mation. “It was he,” says Garvie, “who 
put the sermon in Protestantism in the 
place held by the Mass in Roman Cathol- 
icism; and made preaching the most 
potent influence in the churches of the 
Reformation.” The preaching of Luther 
was vital, particularly because it had its 
springs in his own experience. That 
experience gave him Christ; the subject 
then of his preaching was “the glory 
of God in Jesus Christ.” That experi- 
ence gave him forgiveness and peace; the 
content then of his preaching was justi- 
fication by faith. That experience gave 
him freedom; the aim then of his preach- 
ing was to bring men to the knowledge 
of the Gospel, which alone eould make 
them free. That experience gave him 
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the Scriptures, and in his hands the 
Scriptures once again took on new life 
and vitality. 

Luther was a poet as well as a 
preacher. Coleridge has said that he 
“did as much for the Reformation by 
his hymns as he did by his translation 
of the Bible.” Luther once said, “It is 
my intention to make German psalms 
for the people, that is, spiritual songs 
whereby the Word of God may be kept 
alive among them by singing.” He him- 
self wrote thirty-seven hymns, of which 
twelve were translaions from the Latin. 
Among these we would take note of: 


“A mighty fortress is our God,” 
“From depths of woe I raise to Thee,” 
and 
“Away in a manger.” 


Vv. 


Richard Baxter (1615-1691) took as his 
iceal of preaching: 

“To preach as though he’d never preach 

again, : 

And as a dying man to dying men.” 
Born in Rowton, a Village in Shropshire, 
Sunday morning, Novembcr 12, 1615, at 
the hour when the bells were ringing for 
church services, he lived to make the 
bells ring in men’s consciences. When 
pastor at Kidderminster, his sermons on 
sin and the grace of God in Christ were 
so moving and powerful that his church 
tecame far too small for the congre- 
gation. In order to accommodate greater 
numbers he inaugurated the custom of 
giving weekday sermons on Thursday 
mornings, and devoted the balance of 
the day to the impartation of spiritual 
counsel through personal conferences. 
Also one day a week he devoted to 
young people, instructing them in the 
creed and training them in spiritual ex- 
ercises. He especially promoted family 
worship in all the homes of the parish. 
On the pedestal of the statue erected 
in Kidderminster to his memory, these 
words are inscribed: 


“Between the years 1641 and 1660 

This town was the scene of the labors of 
Richard Baxter 

Renowned equally for his 

learning 

and his pastoral fidelity. 
In a stormy and divided age 

He advocated unity and comprehension 
Pointing the way to the Everlasting Rest. 

Churchmen and Nonconformists 
United to raise this memorial, A.D. 1875.” 


Though Richard Baxter lived in a day 
when music in the churches was gen- 
erally disapproved, he was ever its cham- 
pion. He once confessed, “I have made 
a psalm service of praise in the holy 
assembly the chief delightful exercise of 
my religion and my life.” Certainly 
this is eloquent testimony coming from 
a man who suffered grievously, not only 
because of political enemies, but even 
more because of a very weak body. Sev- 
eral hymns more used in days gone by 


Christian 
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than they are today, have come from 

ig pen, as: 

‘Lord, it belongs not to my care,” and 
“Ye holy angels bright.” 


VI, 


John Wesley (1703-1791) illustrated in 
his life the words, 


“He most lives, 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts 
the best.” 


In bodily presence he was small, scarcely 
more than five feet tall, and yet every- 
thing else about him was on such a 
grand scale. With the world for his 
parish, as he himself said, he labored 
incessantly for the blessing of mankind. 
At first a reader of his sermons, he was 
compelled on one occasion to ‘preach 
without his notes, and always thereafter 
preached without them. Upon that one 
occasion, a good woman, noticing his 
extreme agitation, asked him what the 
trouble was. He told her. Putting her 
hand upon his shoulder, she said: “Is 
that all? Camnot you trust God for a 
sermon?” John Wesley never forgot 
her words. His preaching was always 
marked byits directness, simplicity, ear- 
nestness. It was not any sensational 
mannér in the pulpit, or his way of ex- 
préssing his thoughts, that set him apart 
as a preacher, but rather the substance 
of his sermons. Always he would tell 
the story of the cross, of reconciliation 
by Jesus’ blood, of faith in Christ, of a 
forgiveness that must be personally ex- 
perienced. Whenever he preached the 
throngs gathered about him. Wherever 
his pulpit would be set up it became a 
throne of vision and power 

The ‘singing of the Methodists could 
be heard for miles around. It is little 
wonder, because right at the very heart 
of the movement there was enthusiastic, 
spiritual singing. Among the hymns he 
wrote are: 

“How happy is the pilgrim’s lot,” 

“To God, the Father,” and 
“We lift our hearts to Thee.” 


The writing of original hymns he 
would leave to his brother Charles, but 
showed his fine taste in hymns in his 
translations, particularly from the Ger- 
man. With Methodism came a new and 
deeper outburst of song in the church, 
and with it a Pentecostal baptism of both 
its clerical and lay members. When 
Jchn Wesley preached, the light of eter- 
nity itself shone upon English hill and 
moor, and the solemn dread of God and 
His will; and yet the sweet assurance of 
His mercy bowed the hearts of the multi- 
tude in awe. And when the Methodists 
sang, the world, the flesh, and the Devil 
made ready to leave the field. 


VII. 


Robert Murray McCheyne (1813-1843) 
had but one charge, that of St. Peter’s, 
Dundee. But here was the scene of an 
evangelical revival that profoundly in- 
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fluenced the religious history of Scot- 
land. McCheyne excelled in exposition. 
When he was once asked if he were not 
running short of sermons, he replied, 
“No, I am just an interpreter of Scrip- 
ture in my sermons; and when the Bible 
runs dry, then I shall.” Even the read- 
ing of his sermons stirred the conscience. 
It is said that a curate of the Church 
of England, receiving as a gift a ‘copy 
of McCheyne’s sermons, began reading 
them to his congregation, and was 
amazed to find his people coming to ask 
questions they never asked before. ° 

The death of his elder brother David, 
in July, 1831, led Robert McCheyne “to 
seek’ a Brother who cannot die,” and he 
resolved to study for the ministry. His 
preaching immediately began to capture 
the popular mind, and crowds came to 
hear him. Calls from famous pulpits 
were all declined, and he continued 
steadfast in his own church. A large 
number of souls were given to him for 
his hire, and when h€ went forth on 
preaching excursions his itinerary 
marked out the trail of revival. At last 
his fragile health broke under the fer- 
vor and devotion of his ministry. In 
illustration of his passion for service, 
this little sentence about the Scottish 
manse is full of significance, “The manse 
is altogether too sweet; men could hardly 
live there without saying, ‘This is my 
rest.’ I don’t think ministers’ manses 
should ever be beautiful.” McCheyne 
died even before he reached the prime 
of life. 

Music and poetry were the recreation 
and delight of this true man of God. He 
would pour out his emotions*in verse, 
and a considerable number of his poems 
have been preserved. Of these, 

“When this passing world is done,” 
is doubtless the one in most frequent 
use; another favorite was, 

“T once was a stranger to grace 
and to God.” 


VIII. * 


Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) for thirty- 
six years served the people of Philadel- 
phia and Boston as a Christian minister, 
so simply, so genuinely, so effectively 
that he became one of the most beloved 
men of his generation. The real great- 


,hess of the man is revealed in nothing 


more effectively than in the fact that 
while he was the most eloquent of 
preachers, able to hold spellbound any 
audience, no matter how learned, he 
could also pour out his heart in one 
of the sweetest of our Christmas carols, 
“O little town of Bethlehem.” The world 
heaped its honors upon him, but that in 
no measure deterred the multitudes from 
crowding his church, or coming to talk 


to him privately. Is it hard now to un- . 


derstand why he was a great preacher? 

People everywhere felt the consecra- 
tion that was Phillips Brooks’ for his 
task, and were warmed and uplifted by 
his personality. He had the power for 
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Lesson for October 3 


making things live for people. Someone 
with insight once said of him: “He was 
not skilled in oratory. He moved men 
by his sheer sincerity, by his love for 
them. Not one trick of the orator did 
he possess. He spoke almost too rapidly; 
his voice was not unusually good; in- 
stead of trying the strings of eloquence, 
he possessed only the natural eloquence 
which comes from being completely fired 
with his subject. Because he so com- 
pletely forgot himself, he learned to 
pour out his deepest convictions by way 
of his sermons. Every man felt that his 
message was meant just for him,” 
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His words in the last address he de- 
livered really epitomize his own life: 
“It does not take great men to do great 
things — it takes consecrated. men. ... 
Be absolutely simple. Be absolutely 
gerauine. Never say to anyone what you 
do not feel and believe with your own 
heart. Be simple, be consecrated, and 
above all things be pure. No man who 
is not of himself pure can carry the 
message of God.” 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 


Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Let’s Sing With Isaac Watts 


Inspiration from the life and words of “the father of English hymnody,” 
who died just two hundred years ago 


Come, we that love the Lord, 
And let our joys be known; 
Join in a song with sweet accord, 
And thus surround His throne. 


Let those refuse to sing 
Who never knew our God; 
But children of the heavenly King 
May speak their joys abroad. 
Then let our songs abound, 
And every tear be dry; 
We’re marching through Immanuel’s 
ground, 
To fairer worlds on high. 
HE hymn, quoted above in part, is 
entitled “Heavenly Joy on Earth.” 
It has thrilled the singing church since 
it first appeared in 1707, and it is one 
of the many hymns that came to us from 
the pen of Isaac Watts (1674-1748), the 
two hundredth anniversary of whose 
death falls in this year. It is regarded 
“as one of the most cheerful and enliven- 
ing hymns found in the entire range of 
English hymnody.” Run through the 
list of Isaac Watts’ hymns found in any 
hymnal, and you'll be surprised at the 
note of happiness and praise found in 
them. His work was of such a distinc- 
tive nature that he is frequently refer- 
red to as “the father of English 
hymnody.” 
Familiar and beautiful are also these 
lines often heard in -worship: 
From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 


Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, 
Through every land, by every tongue. 


Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; 

Eternal truth attends Thy word: 

Thy praise shcll sound from shore to shore, 

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Another hymn composed by Watts has 
endeared itself by its association. It 
holds a historic place in Methodism, for 
John Wesley cherished a fondness for 
it, and as he neared the Celestial City 
its words were much on his lips: 

I'll praise my Maker while I’ve breath, 


And when my voice is lost in death, 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers; 


By WILLIAM J. HART, D.D. 


My days of praise shall ne’er be past, 
While life, and thought, and being last, 
Or immortality endures. 

‘The veteran evangelistic preacher, who 
lived a strenuous life amid difficult times, 
came to his closing days, at the age of 
eighty-eight, with a mind perfectly clear 
and serene. For three days he lay with 
no pain, but an increasing display of 
weakness. His friends were surprised 
when, on the afternoon before he left 
this life, Wesley began to sing, “I'll 
praise my Maker while I’ve breath.” He 
sang two verses. Several times he at- 
tempted to sing again, but all his 
strength permitted were the words, “I'll 
praise—” Thus the words of Watts’ 
hymn were in his mind until he finally 
exclaimed, “The best of all is God is 
with us.” 


The services of Holy Week would not 
be complete for many’without the hymn 
of Dr. Watts: 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 
This hymn first appeared as one of a 
group composed for use at Communion 
services, and is still frequently used at 
celebrations of the Lord’s Supper. It 
was first given to the public in a volume 
by Isaac Watts entitled, “Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs,” published in 1707. Lord 
Selborne is said to have commented that 
“as long as pure nervous English, un- 
affected fervor, strong simplicity, and 
liquid yet manly sweetness are admitted 
to be characteristics of a good hymn, 
works such as these must command ad- 
miration.” 


The great poet and literary critic, 
Matthew Arnold, thought we had no 
greater hymn than this one of Watts. Sir 
William Robertson Nicoll once told his 
readers about the last Sunday in Arnold’s 
life. He was visiting his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Cropper, and went with him to the 
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Sefton Park Church, Liverpool. It was 
Cgmmunion Sunday, and the pastor, Dr. 
John Watson (the renowned Ian Mac- 
laren), preached on the theme, “The 
Shadow of the Cross.” The congrega- 
tion then sang, “When I survey the won- 
drous cross.” Later that day at lunch 
Mr. Arnold mentioned the hymn, and 
intimated that he considered it the finest 
in the English language. Appreciative 
reference was also made to the sermon, 
and the poet especially mentioned an 
illustration that the preacher had used 
regarding an earthquake in Europe. 

“In one village church,” had said Dr. 
Watson, “the huge crucifix above the 
altar, with a part of the chancel, re- 
mained wnshaken amid the ruins, and 
round the cross the people found shel- 
ter.” 

“Yes,” added Arnold, in speaking of 
this, “the cross remains, and in the 
straits of the soul makes its ancient 
appeal.” 

Afterward Arnold was overheard 
quoting a part of this hymn in his room. 
That day, April 15, 1888, Arnold died 
suddenly. 

Students in some of the Scottish uni- 
versities were spiritually stimulated in 
the closing period of the last century 
by the addresses of Professor Henry 
Drummond; and a generation of Chris- 
tians had near at hand his little book, 
“The Greatest Thing in the World.” 
Drummond had been tireless in his daily 
tasks and his public Christian work. 
Now, at the age of forty-five, he was 
weary. His work was done. His biog- 
rapher discloses that, when his active 
life was coming to a close, he was vis- 
ited by his friend, Dr. Hugh Barbour, 
who played for him several hymns with- 
out securing any response. Then he 
turned to the old Scots melody, ‘“Mar- 
tyrdom,” and Drummond began to beat 
time with his hands, and joined in the 
words: 

I'm not ashamed to own my Lord, 

Or to defend His cause; 

Maintain the honor of His word, 

The glory of His cross. 
When the hymn was finished, Drum- 
mond said, “There’s nothing to beat that, 
Hugh.” This was on a Sunday in March, 
1897. Having sung, he was tired and 
quiet. The following Thursday Drum- 
mond passed on to join his Lord, whom 
he had exalted by his life and words. 

The hymns of Dr. Watts are found in 
all sections of our hymnals. They bear 
a relation to sin, salvation, and service, 
and many other subjects. The large 
number still in use, after two hundred 
years, indicate how Watts has enriched 
the singing congregations of our 
churches. One would like to mention 
many of them, but no study of his songs 
would be complete without a mention of 
one of his most beautiful and popular 
hymns which he titled, “A Prospect of 
Heaven Makes Death Easy.” It is his 
beloved hymn on immortality: 
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There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign; 
Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleasures banish pain. 
There everlasting spring abides, 
And never-withering flowers; 
Death, like a narrow sea, divides 
This heavenly land from ours. 
Most writers on hymns refer to the 
scenes amid which this hymn apparently 
was written, but these are well identified 
by Nutter and Tillett in these words: 

“It is said to have been written by 
the author at his native home, in South- 
ampton, sitting at the parlor window 
and overlooking the water and beautiful 
scenery, the view across Southampton 
water toward the verdant Isle, of Wight 
suggesting its exquisite imagery.” 

The son of a dissenter schoolmaster, 
Isaac Watts. was born in Southampton, 
England, July 17, 1674. Later the fathér 
went into business. More than once he 
«vent to prison for his religious con- 
victions. The lad attended the local 
grammar school. But as Nonconformists 
could not enter the ancient universities, 
Watts pursued his advanced studies at 
the Dissenting Academy, at Stoke New- 
ington, London. Later he became a tutor 
in the family of Sir John Hartopp, Lon- 
don. In 1702, he became pastor of “the 
distinguished Independent congregation, 
in Mark Lane, London.” 

Failing health, however, compelled 
Watts to restrict his ministerial labors, 
and he had an assistant, who later be- 
came a copastor. From 1712 until hfS 
death (Nov. 25, 1748), thirty-six years 
afterward, he lived a quiet life as a semi- 
invalid, as the guest of Sir Thomas Ab- 
ney and afterward of his widow. Mean- 
time he continued to produce theological 
and lyrical works. His book on logic 
was used as a textbook in Oxford Uni- 
versity. “His ability was recognized 
when he received the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity from Edinburgh. 

Watts loved the associations of the 
church, hut did not consider the hymns 
then in use of a sufficiently high stand- 
ard for worship. When about twenty- 
one he returned home from a service 
of worship and affirmed that the render- 
ing of the Psalms lacked both beauty 
and dignity. His father suggested that 
he try to write something better. Young 
Watts took up the challenge, and soon 
produced a hymn which contained these 
stanzas: 

Behold the glories of the Lam” 

Amidst his Father's throne; 


Prepare new honors for his name, 
And songs before unknown. 


These are the prayers of all the saints, 
And these the hymns they raise: 
Jesus is kind to our complaints, 
He loves to hear our praise. 

This was the beginning of a prolific 
career of hymn writing. Watts’ hymns, 
numbering around seven hundred and 
fifty in all, were scattered in the pages 
of seven different works. 

Watts established himself “as  pre- 
eminent in the field of paraphrase,” and 
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few have approached his genius in ren- 
dering into modern verse the first and 
still living hymnbook, the Psalms. One 
of his characteristics was majesty. It 
has been said of him, “He is bold, mas- 
sive, tremendous.” Pathos also finds a 
place in some of his hymns. Grandeur 
was his forte, but he could be as simple 
as a child and as tender as a mother. 

With his spirit of deep personal de- 
votion, Watts also had keen spiritual 
vision. Thousands of Christians, who 
have earnestly prayed for the coming 
of Christ’s Kingdom on earth, have vig- 
orously sung: 

Jesus shall reign wher’er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run; 


His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more, 


When His Sister Sang 





September 18, 1948 


A fellow writer of hymns, Dr. Philip 
Doddridge, wrote these cheery words to 
Dr. Watts: : 

“I congratulate you that by your 
sacred poetry, especially by your Psalms 
and your hymns, you, are leading the wor- 
ship, and I trust animating the devotion, 
of myriads in our public assemblies 
every Sabbath, and in their families ... 
every day.” 

Gladly, inerefore, we join with Watts 
in his hymn of praise and devotion: 

We'll crowd thy gates with thankful songs, 

High as the heavens our voices raise; 


And earth, with her ten thousand tongues, 
Sha]! fill thy courts with sounding praise. 


Lacona, N. Y. 


And God used her Gospel hymn to point the way out of confusion and unrest 


* 

HE after-sunset glow had melted into 

purple shadows. The distant moun- 
tains had become a faint silhouette. 
Walter Strong gazed at the peaceful 
scene-with an outward calm. And yet 
he was in the throes of a real conflict. 
It was a time of spiritual crisis which 
had gradually developed during recent 
months. The solution of his problem 
seemed as far off as ever. Already he 
had weiched the pros and cons of tra- 
dition and dogma. It seemed to be an 
impenetrable maze. Various essential 
phases of religion appealed to him. Con- 
ventional religion made no appeal. It 
was thin and inconsequential. There was 
an evdsive something which he fain 
would grasp. 

He had attended church from earliest 
childhood, and as he thought of those 
he had seen there, many, it had seemed 
to him, with little joy in their expres- 
sion, he wondered that he now possessed 
any desire for real Christian faith. - 

An hour passed, and the problem re- 
mained unsolved. A light’ appeared in 
the living room. Soon he heard musical 
strains as his sister played a hymn. 
Walter had great musical appreciation. 
He enjcyed melody and harmony. Then 
his sister began to sing: 


I’ve tried in vain a thousand ways 
My fears to quell, my hopes to raise. 





It was a statement of his own condi- 
tion. He had been raised in a Chris- 
tian home, and his parents were devout 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Sun- 
day school and church claimed his regu- 
lar attention and attendance. The annual 
revival had once been a special event 
in his young life. As a child ke had 
been taught Christian truths which he 
had accepted with little thought of per- 
sonal responsibility. Later problems of 
education had crowded these truths into 
the background. 


By ROBERT HARKNESS 


As a schoolboy he was not seriously 
affected by any sense of sin. Outdoor 
sports, games, and lessons monopolized 
his time and interest. In his later teens 
he went to college—unfortunately an 
institution where the great truths of the 
Christian faith were openly ridiculed. 
At first, he rebelled against the attack 
upon the faith of Father and Mother. 
Gradually he relapsed into a state of 
spiritual coma. . The various Christian 
truths he had learned earlier were for- 
gotten, for they had never really been 
his own. Now they gave place to a light- 
hearted, self-assured philosophy of life. 


Walter Strong was a changed youth. 
Spiritually and mentally he had cleaned 
housq, Then he set to work to find 
something wherewith to furnish his 
nicely swept mind. In the college en- 
vironment of atheism, he was attracted 
ky numerous floating ideas. Such words 
as “democracy,” “service,” and “prog- 
ress,” appeaZied strongly. In six months 
of college life he had lost all semblance 
of faith in God. His new outlook gave 
satisfaction for a while. To him: the 
world was a tremendous machine. He 
was concerned with its genesis only to 
the extent of accepting the current, so- 
called scientific theory of evolution. He 
disdained the Biblical statements of cre- 
ative fact. He believed that he was 
merely a collection of atoms at the mercy 
of circumstances which ultimately would 
shape his whole life. His thinking was ° 
tinted with roseate hues of false hopes. 
One author had said that “work is man’s 
only business and only salvation.” He: 
could not accept this. Neither could he 
agree with the romancers who said that 
“love is man’s only business and salva- 
tion.” Soon he became, bored. His mind 
was becoming confused. Truth and er- 
ror had become a tangled skein. 


(Continued on page 824) 














Lesson for October 3 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 





(7) 815 


LESSON 1. OCTOBER 3. A LIBRARY OF RELIGIOUS LITERATURE 


Psalm 119:97-105; Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30, 31; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; printed text, Psalm 119:97-105, 


. John 20: 30, 31, 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 


Golden Seahelib word of our God shall stand for ever.—Isa. 40:8 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Psa. 119:97 O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all 


the day. 


98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than 


mine enemies: for they are ever with me. 


99 I have more understanding than all my teachers: 


testimonies are my meditation. 


100 I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy 


precepts. 


10t I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might 


keep thy word. 


102 I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast 


taught me. 


103 How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter 


than honey to my mouth ! 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


OR the next quarter we are to con- 
Fisiee: the Bible as a great, inspired 

collection of literature, a vast 
library, rather than merely one book, 
in which it has pleased God to use every 
form of literature in order to challenge 
the attention of mankind. There is 
something’ here to suit every taste and 
every need of the human mind and heart. 
We have biography without fulsomeness; 
poetry without mere sentiment; history 
without bias; law without prejudice; 
romance without fleshly glamor; ethidal 
instruction without error; prophecy 
without idle speculation; epistolary cor- 
respondence without verbosity; and para- 
bolic, teathing without vain imaginations. 
All of these varied forms of literature 
are here collected into a divine library 
and given to mankind for warning and 
instruction. 

The most remarkable consideration of 
all is the fact that although this library 
wos produced by men in many different 
walks of life, over a period of at least 
sixteen centuries, all is in perfect har- 
mony because of the overruling Spirit 
of God, who used holy men to write in 
eccordance with His direction. From 
Genesis to Revelation we see not only 
the course of human history portrayed 
or foretold, but we have the unfolding 
story of redeeming grace becoming 
richer and fuller as the centuries go by 
until, at last, we behold the saved of 
all ages joining in praise of Him who 
is the central theme of all Scripture, our 
blessed Lord Jesus Christ, enthroned as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. Apart 
from divine inspiration, there is no pos- 
sible way of accounting for the miracle 
of the Bible, for miracle it is, however 


104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate 


every false way. 


105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 


John 20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence 


of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 


for thy 


31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have 
life through his name. 


2 Tim. 3:16 All scripture is given by seapieation of God, and is 


in righteousness: 
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much skeptics may decry it and refuse 
to accept its testimony. 


The Historical Setting 


The three books from which our les- 
son is taken were written by three out- 
standing men of God. David, the sweet 
singer of Israel, 
of the Psalms, although there are a 
number: in this collection tof sacred 
poetry by other writers. David flour- 
ished in the eleventh century before 
Christ and was king over Judah and 
Israel for forty years. The Apostle John, 
a companion of Jesus during most of His 
earthly ministry, wrote his Gospel near 
the close of a long life, somewhere be- 
tween A.D. 70 and 90. Paul, once a 
persecutor of the church, became after 
his coriversion the outstanding witness 
for Christ to the Gentile world. He 
wrote Second Timothy from a prison in 
Rome, probably about A.D, 66 or 67. 


Verse by Verse 


Psa. 119:97.—“‘O how love I thy law.” 
It is the expression of one devoted to 
God, whose Word meant more to him 
that aught else. He declares, “It is my 
meditation all the day.” . By thus medi- 
tating on the Scriptures we assimilate 
the truth spiritually. 

Verse 98.—“Thou through thy com- 
mandments hast made me wiser than 
mine enemies.” The truest wisdom is 
found in the contemplation of the Holy 
Scriptures. When men reject the revela- 
tion God has given, “professing them- 
selves to be wise,” they become fools 
(Rom. 1:22). 

Verse 99.—“I have more understanding 
than all my teachers.” It was not pride 
that led David so to write. It was rather 
the recognition that all true wisdom is 
found in that which God has revealed, 
by His Holy Spirit, in His Word. 

Verse 100.—“I understand . . . because 


is the author of most. 


profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 


17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
“unto all good works. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


I keep thy precepts.” Truth is appre- 
hended through the conscience, rather 
than the intellect, and is unfolded as we 
walk in obedience to that which we have 
learned already. 


Verse 101.—“I have refrained my feet 
from every evil way, that I might keep 
thy word.” As we walk before God in 
uprightness of heart, turning resolutely 
from all that is unholy and obeying 
every divine precept as it is made known 
to us, we not only hear the Word, but 
keep it; that is, we cherish it in our 
hearts and give it the supreme place 
in our lives. 

Verse 102.—“‘Thou hast taught me.” It 
is a great thing to be taught of God 
(John 6:45), for “who teacheth like 
him?” (Job 36:22.) As we ponder His 
Word and make it our guide and coun- 
selor, we will be preserved from every 
evil, way. 


Verse 103.—“How sweet are thy words 
unto my taste!” When the heart is right 
with God, His Word will be sweet to our 
souls, Nothing that earth can offer is 
comparable to it. If we find we are losing 
our appetite for the Word, we may be sure 
something.is wrong and is calling for 
self-judgment and repentance. 

Verse 104.—“I hate every false way.” 
The more we learn to appreciate that 
which is true and holy, the greater will 
be our detestation of everything false 
and unholy. 

Verse 105.—“Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path.” This 
verse begins a new canto. The Word 
of God is here likened to a lantern or 
foot lamp to guard from stumbling and 
as a beacon light to show the path 
stretched out before the walker in the 
night, 

John 20:30.—‘Many other signs truly 
did Jesus ... which are not written in 
this book.” Our Lord’s life on earth was 
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so rich and full that no records men 
could write, even as inspired of God, 
would be able to tell the whole, wonder- 
ful story. The Holy Spirit led John 
to select and to dwell upon just a lim- 
ited number of the marvelous works of 
power which he had witnessed person- 
ally. 

Verse 31—‘“These are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God.” In these words John 
tells us just why his book was written. 
It is, throughout, a remarkable testimony 
to the deity of our Lord, so that any 
honest inquirer may have every doubt 
dispelled as he reads it and may know 
for certain that Jesus is, indeed, the 
promised Messiah and the Son of God. 
When He is received by faith as such, 
eternal life is imparted to all who thus 
believe. 


2 Tim. 3:16.—“All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” The term “scrip- 
ture,” as used here, includes all the 
books of the Bible. The Revised Version 
obscures the truth by the rendering, 
“Every scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable”; but this is not what the text 
says. The Bible, as such, is divinely 
breathed and is profitable for doctrine, 
that is, teaching; for reproof, because it 
shows us where we are wrong in our 
thinking or behavior; for correction, be- 
cause it shows us how to get right; and 
for instruction in righteousness, thus 
showing us how to keep right. 


Verse 17.—“That the man of God may 
be perfect,” or complete. Inasmuch as 
Scripture obeyed perfects the believer, 
we may lay it down as an axiom that 
anything not authorized by the Word of 
God is contrary to His will. If we would 
be “throughly furnished unto all good 
works,” we must be subject to what has 
been revealed in Scripture, apart from 
any human traditions or customs, how- 
ever ancient or venerable, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It means much to the Christian; when 
he realizes the all-sufficiency of the 
Holy Scriptures to direct and sustain 
him as he pursues his way through this 
scene. To feed on the Word by medita- 
tion gives spiritual strength, and will 
enable one to grow in grace and knowl- 
edge. To obey the Word implicitly re- 
sults in unbroken communion with the 
God who gave it for our edification and 
practical sanctification. The central 
theme of the written Word is Christ, the 
living Word. God would have every 
heart occupied with Him, that all may 
become increasingly like Him. 


Lesson Outline 


The Word for spiritual food (Psa, 119: 
97-105) 


The Word revealing Christ (John 20: 
30, 31) 


The all-sufficiency of holy Scripture (2 
Tim, 3:16, 17) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 
13. September 26.—Eunice, Lois, and 
Timothy, a Religious Family. 
Acts 16:1-5; 17:13-15; 1 Corin- 
thians 4:14-21; 16:10, 11; Philip- 
pians 2:19; 1 Thessalonians 3:1-10; 
2 Timothy 1:3-14; 3:14, 15 


‘ Next Week’s Lesson 


2. October 10.—Biography in the Bible. 
Genesis 11:27 to 25:11 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in 
the Bible. It consists of 176 verses, 
divided into 22 stanzas of 8 verses each. 
These sections are arranged acrostically 
so that they follow the order*of the 
Hebrew alphabet, each line of every 
stanza beginning with the letter indi- 
cated above that particular section. 
Thus God uses all the letters of the 
alphabet eight times over to tell out the 
richness and the value of His Holy Word. 


Summaries and Applications 


If dealing with one who has doubts 
regarding the deity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, it is well to direct him to the 
Gospel of John. He who reads it care- 
fully, seeking with an honest heart for 
light, will soon see the truth. 

The Authorized Version follows the 
Greek text exactly in the translation of 
2 Timothy 3:16. The revised rendering 
seems to have been an accommodation 
to those who deny the full inspiration 
of the Bible. 

Viewed merely as literature, the Bible 
constitutes the world’s greatest classic. 
No other work that man has penned is 
worthy to be compared with it, 

The daily study of. the Bible, when 
coupled with reverence and obedience, 
will result in the development of true 
Christian character, which is, in itself, 
a demonstration of its inspiration. 

In all the so-called sacred literature 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, lil. 
HAT is the supreme difference be- 


tween the Bible and all other litera- 
ture? 


2. How does the Bible compare with the 
“sacred books” of other religions? 


3. What makes the unity of the Bible the 
more remarkable? 


4. What are some of the forms of litera- 
ture included in the Bible? 

5. What is meant by the inspiration of the 
Bible? 

6. If the Bible is verbally inspired why 
are there such differences in style and lan- 
guage? 


7. What is meant by the “canon” of Scrip- 
ture? 


8. Is it right to study the Bible as litera- 
ture? 


9. What are some of the things which the 
Word of God is declared to be “able” to do? 


10. What Psalm is all about the Bible? 
(Answers on page 823) 
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of the world, which is recognized as 
authoritative by the followers of the 
great non-Christian religions, there can- 
not be found one moral or spiritual truth 
which is not found in the Bible. 
CHICAGO. 
ye 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our gracious Father, whose Word comes 
to us in the Bible to make us wise unto 
salvation, we thank Thee for the pre- 
cious treasure we have in the Christian’s 
sacred Book. We thank Thee for the 
holy men of old through whom Thou 
didst give us Thy Word, and for the 
labors of godly scholars who have put 
the Scriptures into our tongue and that 
of others. In all our learning, help us 
to give first place to the learning of Thy 
truth, and make us faithful in obeying 
it. Forgive us where we have gone 
astray from Thy teachings. ‘ Give us 
courage and strength to obey Thee when 
it is hard and costly. Make us willing 
to bear men’s scorn or opposition if 
only we can win Thine approval. Bless 
all who live to spread Thy truth abroad. 
Let them lack nothing necessary for the 
doing of their work. Relieve the ten- 
sions and heal the divisions that selfish- 
ness and sin have made among men, and 
bring in the Kingdom of Thy dear Son, 
for His sake and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Before the time of 
our Lord there lived a young man of 
the Jews named Hillel. He loved God’s 
Word, the Old Testament, so much that 
he longed to study it in a school taught 
by a learned rabbi. To this school he 
went, only to find, to his disappointment, 
that a fee was charged that he could 
not pay. As the porter would not let 
him enter, the young man climbed to a 
window sill and from that uncomfort- 
able perch listened intently as the 
teacher instructed his students. So in- 
terested did Hillel become that when 
snow began to fall he did not notice it, 
At last, just as the lesson was almost 
ended, a student caught sight of the 
snow-covered young man listening from 
outside the window. They brought the 
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THEN 
half-frozen youth inside and warmed and 
revived him. When it was found he 
was so anxious to learn God’s Word, ar- 
rangements were made for him to attend 
classes. Daily he drank in the truths of 
God’s Word, and in time he himself 
became one of the greatest Bible teachers 
among the Jews. Hillel was like the 
writer of the One Hundred and Nine- 
teenth Psalm, who said, “O how love I 
thy law! it is my meditation all the 
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Lesson for October 3 


day.” If a young man could so love the 
Bible before there was any New Testa- 
ment, how much more ought we to love 
our Bible now that it includes the won- 
derful story of our Lord Jesus! The 
way to love God’s Word appears in 
verses 99 and 100 of our Psalm. In verse 
99 the Psalmist says, “Thy testimonies 
are my meditation.” In the next verse 
he says, “I keep thy precepts.” That 
is the combination we need. When we 
both meditate on God’s Word and also 
keep it, we grow to love it for the bless- 
ing it brings to our lives. Be both a 
hearer and a doer of the Word and your 
life will be enriched and God’s Word 
will be a delight. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
vg 


The Busy Men’s Corer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“O how love I thy law!” (Psa. 119: 
97).—The world says: “Greater is he 
that loves the truth than he that merely 
knows it.” It is one thing to read God's 
Library but a vastly different thing to 
love it. When George Mueller of Bris- 
tol, England, was asked, “How many 
times have you read the Bible through?” 
he- answered, “As you ask me, I may say 
that I have read it through sixty-six 
times, and I am now going through it 
for the sixty-seventh time.” Then he 
added that which proved his love of it, 
“And it gets more interesting and 
sweeter every time I read it.” 

The reason more people do not love 
it is because they do not taste it, which 
is illustrated by the following incident 
taken from the Bible Society’s Report: 
“You tell me that your Book is the 
Word of God, but you do not prove it 
so.” So said the owner of an orchard 
in. North Italy to Colporteur Mariani, 
who offered him the Scriptures as he 
stood admiring the fruit trees. “What 
fine looking pears,” said the colporteur, 
suddenly changing the $gubject; “but 
what a pity they are of such poor qual- 
ity.” “What!”\ exclaimed the orchard 
owner. “Of poor quality? It is plain 
that you have not tasted them. Pick 
one or two and try them!” The col- 
porteur did as he was bidden, and be- 
gan to eat. “Yes, you are right,” he 
said, smacking his lips, “the pears are 
excellent; but, sir, you must deal with 
my Book as I have dealt with your fruit. 
Taste, and you will see that the Word of 
God is good!” 

How could anyone taste the following: 
“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life,’ without ex- 
claiming, “Oh, how love 1 Thy Word!” 
And that is but a sample of the whole. 


“I have more understanding than all 
my teachers” (v. 99).—A person apply- 
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ing himself to the Holy Scriptures will 
be in contact with divine wisdom, and as 
a consequence will have more under- 
standing than all his teachers who do 
not drink at that Fountain Head of wis- 
dom. Never was a better reply made 
than that a poor Irishman gave to a Cath- 
olic priest, while defending himself for 
reading the Scriptures for himself. Said 
the priest, “The Bible is for priests, and 
not for the likes of you.” “Ah! but sir,” 
he answered, “I was reading in my Bible, 
‘You shall read it to your children,’ and 
sure the priests have no children.” “But, 
Michael,” said the priest, “you cannot un- 
derstand the Bible. It is not for you to 
understand it, my man.” “Very well, yer 
reverence; if I cannot understand it, it 
will do me no harm, but what I can 
understand does me a heap of good.” 
“Mike,” said the priest, “you must go 
to the Church, and the Church will teach 
you; the Church will give you the milk 
of the Word.” “And where toes the 
Church get that milk but from the Bible? 
Ah, yer reverence, I would rather keep 
the cow myself.” ; 


“I have refrained my feet from every 
evil way, that I might keep thy word” 
(v. 101).—“Wherever God’s law is su- 
preme, life and property are safe. Wher- 
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ever the Bible is despised or discarded, 
neither life nor property is secure. 
When infidél friends were discussing 
their theories around the dining table 
one day, Voltaire said: ‘Hush, gentle- 
men, till the servants are gone. If they 
believed as we do none of our lives 
would be safe.’ The influence of the 
Bible in restraining sin and promoting 
righteousness is one of the evidences that 
it is a supernatural and divine revela- 
tion” (Otterbein Teacher). 

“IT have not departed from thy judg- 
ments: for thou hast taught me” (vy. 102) .— 
The Spirit of God delights to fulfill His 
office as Teacher. Where He is ungrieved 
and His activities unquenched, He opens 
up the Scriptures to individual believers, 

A young man went home from a the- 
ological seminary to visit his aged grand- 
mother. To have a bit of fun at her ex- 
pense he said: “Grandmother, you know 
the Bible that you say you believe was 
written in Hebrew and Greek. It had 
to be translated by great scholars into 
our language. How do you know those 
who translated it got it right?” “Ah, 
Jamie, lad,” she answered, “never mind 
the great men: I have translated a few 
of them promises myself!” 

D. L. Moody said he knew the Bible 
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was inspired because it inspired him 
to do the will of God. 


“But these are written, that ye might 
believe ...and... have life through 
his name” (John 20:31).—We thank God 
that the Bible is the very best literature 
the world contains. We are glad of its 
beauty, dignity, and purity; but most of 
all we rejoice that it was written that 
we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that believing we 
might have eternal life. What could be 
better than the conscious knowledge of 
the present possession of eternal life, 
based on the Book of books! And what 
simpler way could be devised than that 
of believing the record which God has 
given of His beloved Son! The blessed 
Son of God died for our sins and rose 
again for our justification and is now 
glorified at the right hand of God; and 
will return to take us to be with and 
like Himself. 


“That the man of God may be perfect 
[mature], throughly furnished unto all 
good works” (2 Tim. 3:17).—It is one 
thing to be a possessor of eternal life, 
and another to grow to maturity and be 
equipped for every good work. The 
Holy Scriptures are sufficient to accom- 
plish this, for they are God-breathed. 
Never neglect them. Martin Niemoeller, 
while in a céncentration camp, said: 
“The Word of God was simply every- 
thing to me—comfort and strength, 
guidance and hope, master of my days 
and companion of my nights, the bread 
which kept me from starvation, and the 
water of life which refreshed my soul.” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wede C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if any other book were 

praised and exalted as the Bible is, 
it would be a gross exaggeration. And 
yet the praise and exaltation falls short 
of the mark. Indeed, the English lan- 
“guage, as expressive as it is, fails utterly 
to measure the wonders of the Book. 
No language is competent for that. To 
@all the Bible “a library of. religious 
literature” is a very weak statement. 
One might find “a library of religious 
literature” in the study of a Moham- 
medan priest, or in the hovel of a yogi. 
We must go to the Word of God itself 
to find the highest conception of it 
which can’ be expressed in language, 
and that is in John 1:1——-“And the Word 
was God.” 


Today, for our lesson, we have an- 
other passage from the Bible which best 
expresses our own relationship to the 
Word of God, some verses from the 
wonderful 119th Psalm. If you really 
want to have a proper appreciation of 
the Bible and to learn to love it, making 
it the “man of your counsel,” and reap- 
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ing the richest dividends from its study, 
you cannot do better than to adopt this 
passage (Psa. 119:97-105) as your Bible- 
reading charter. Memorize it and re- 
peat it over and over to yourself each 
day as you open the Book, and step into 
the chambers of infinite wisdom. It is 
a high privilege, but one which is ac- 
corded to every believer. 

Let’s taek® a brief look at these state- 
ments, verses 97 to 105. 


Verse 97.—“Meditation.” It is in the 
moments of meditation that life issues 
originate, especially great life issues. 
Decisions made on sudden impulse, dur- 
ing excitement, as a rule are unwise and 
disastrous. But when you can get away 
to yourself and spegd quiet moments 
carefully thinking, you are at your best; 
and what a wonderful thing it is that 
during those moments the Lord Jesus, 
Himself, comes in, sits beside you, takes 
your hand, and gives you the very coun- 
sel of God—the wisdom that can make 
no mistake! That is what verse 97 
means. “O how love I thy law! it is my 
meditation .. .” 


Verse 98.—Makes you “wiser” than 
your “enemies”! We are stretching our- 
selves now to be wiser than the Rus- 
sians; but our archenemy is Satan, and 
he is infinitely smarter than the Russians, 
and can do us infinitely more damage. 
Indeed, he is doing that very thing now. 
What a boon to be able to outsmart 
the Devil! 


Verse 99.—‘“More understanding than’ 


all my teachers.” I have sat at the feet 
of all the great Bible teachers of my 
day, and I have been thrilled by the 
clear light they have given to God's 
truth; but I pledge you my word none of 
them has ever afforded me the thrill 
that has come, as alone I would be pour- 
ing over my Bible, claiming the prom- 
ise of the Holy Spirit. to speak to me 
—if I would listen! Something just 
leaps out of the page and hits you be- 
tween the eyes. Oh, yes, of course, 
there are many better scholars and 
wiser teachers than I am; but they are 
not so wise as the Holy Spirit, and they 
would be the last to make such a claim. 


Verse 100.—“I understand more than 
the ancients.” Yes, God is unfolding 
much knowledge to us today through 
the marvelous advances of science and 
in many other fiel@s, confirming His 
Word in a way that was withheld from 
the ancients, though we are astonished 
daily by the accuracy with which the 
ancient writers foretold present-day de- 
velopments. 


Verse 101.—Keeping one from making 
foolish missteps. “Is my face red!” We 
don’t have to say that if we follow His 
precepts. 

Verse 102—Keeping one true. Not 
departing from what we have learned 
from the Word. 


Verse 103.—“How sweet are thy words 
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unto my taste!” This is delicious. Have 
you ever found the Bible tedious? Yes, 
when you read it merely as a routine 
duty. I confess with shame I have been 
actually bored; but it was because I had 
the wrong approach to it; I was not ex- 
pecting a blessing and did not seek it. 
But once you get into the spirit of these 
nine verses of Psalm 119, you begin to 
taste its sweetness, and, fellows, you will 
smack your lips and lick your chops 
over it. Believe me; just try it! 


Verse 104.—Discernment of the wrong- 
ness—the folly of some things which 
Satan offers for your investment. Oh, if 
I had had this wisdom! As I look back 
over the path, how many foolish wrecks 
I could have avoided! What ugly scars 
on me now would be missing ! 

Verse 105.—“A lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path.” It cannot be 
said any simpler or better than that. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





ALIBRARY OF RELIGIOUS 


LITERATURE 
¢ 4 
>. @#. 
e- : 
- 


~ PS.1492 97 


. ‘ ; ; z W id SE Pe 
"7 © © © 


TT. 


’ “3939 


a 
_ 
md 





aed Vv. Joo 
. e euet 
: 2a 
ee 
“% 403 
ee 























Lesson for October 3 


Life is growing more and more complex 
as we try to meet its issues in our own 
poor human judgment. Thank God for 
the floodlight of His precious Word! 


Fontana Dan, N. C. 


Ld 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D Gunderson 
A Liprary InN ONE Book 
SSIGN at least a week ahead of time 
the following five topics to differ- 
ent girls on which to prepare a talk of 
from one to three minutes: (1) How 
long will the Bible last? © (Isa, 40:8.) 
(2) How may’ we know the Bible is true? 
(Luke 1:1-4; 2 Pet. 1:16-18.) (3) Why 
did God give His Word to us?» (John 
20:30¢ 31.) (4) For what is the Bible 
profitable? (2 Tim. 3:15-17.) (5) Why 
did David love the Word of God? (Psa. 
119: 97-105.) 

Girl No, 2 may need special help: 
We know these things are true: because 
we learned them from “eyewitnesses” 
(Luke 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:16). The Apostle 
Peter is one of the eyewitnesses. In 
2 Peter 1:16 he says, “We have not fol- 


lowed cunningly devised fables, when | 


we. made knowr’ unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 
Peter says they saw His majesty. Mat- 
thew 17:1-5 tells us that James and John 
were there with Peter. It also says that 
the Lord’s “face did shine as the sun, 
and his raiment was white as the light.” 

In 2 Peter 1:18 Peter says they heard 
the voice which said from Heaven, “This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 

A person who claims he saw and heard 
something is either lying ‘or mistaken or 
telling the truth. . 

Peter and the other apostles were not 
lying. People do not lie unless they 
have something to gain by it. The apos- 
tles did not gain anything by insisting 
that they were “eyewitnesses.” Instead 
they were cruelly persecuted. /They had 
nothing to gain by telling such a story, 
but they could not be silenced because 
they knew that they spoke God’s truth. 

The disciples were not mistaken, One 
witness might make a mistake in his re- 
port, but a number of witnesses whose 
testimony agrees perfectly cannot be 
mistaken. Furthermore, in Luke 1:1 we 
read that these things were “most surely 
believed” by the early church. And Dr, 
Luke and the rest of the early church 
lived in the time of Christ when it was 
possible to investigate the truth of every 
story they heard about Him. 

Just seven. weeks after the Lord’s 
death, Peter preached in Jerusalem 
where Christ had been crucified, that 
He was risen from the dead. If that 
had not been true, people would have 
taken Peter to the grave of Christ and 
told him he was crazy! Instead of that 
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three thousand of those who heard him 
believed and were saved, 

This quarter we are going to study 
about the Bible itself. We are going to 
find out some of the things that make 
it the most amazing Book in the world. 

Suppose a man should come walking 
into our Sunday school who had been 
living more than eighteen hundred 
years. Suppose we knew that many 
times he had been cast into the sea, 
but he could not be drowned. He had 
been bound with strong chains and 
locked up in prison, but he always man- 
aged to shake off the chains and get out of 
the dungeons. Hundreds of times they had 
burnt him at the stake till there seemed 
to be nothing left of him; but the fires 
were no sooner out, than he leaped up 
from the ashes as well and strong as he 
had been before. He had been stabbed 
and cut to pieces, but the pieces came 
together again and he was none the 
worse for all the hacking and cutting. 
Would we not be surprised to see him 
alive and well? We would indeed. And 
that is just the way the Bible has been 
treated: It has beers thrown into the sea, 


_ chained, put into prison, burned, and 


torn to pieces, yet it has never been de- 
stroyed. Here it is stilt— the same pure, 
precious Bible, the same holy, blessed 
“Book divine” that it was more than 
eighteers hundred years ago! 

No other book in the world has been 
persecuted half so much as the Bible, 
and no other book has anything like 
its wonderful story of preservation. No 
other book has been hated so much as 
the Bible, and no other book has been 
loved like the Bible. Why is this? Be- 
cause there is nd other book’ to compare 
with it. . 

It took longer to make the Bible than 
any other book in the world. From the 
time that Moses wrote Genesis, the first 
book in the Bible, until John wrote Rev- 
elation, the last book in the Bible, more 
than fifteen’ hundred years went by. 

Many different men were used to write 
the Bible. We know the names of more 
than thirty of them. How many can 
you mame? And there were great dif- 
ferences between the wrifers. Some 
lived in one country and some in an- 
other. Some were educated men like 
Moses and Paul, others were uneducated 
like Amos and Peter. Some were rich 
and some were poor. Some were kings 
and some were fishermen. In spite of 
all these things the writers agree to- 
gether Perfectly. How can we explain 
it? There is only one way: God did 
all the thinking in the Bible. The 
thoughts in this wonderful Book are 
God’s thoughts, These different men 
only did the writing. They wrote down 
just what God told them to write. And 
that is the reason they all agree. 

Nobody could have found out all the 
things in the Bible unless God had told 
about them. And the Bible tells us that 
it was made in this way. Second Timo- 





(11) 


"Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled.” 


—LUKE 14:23 


CARILLONIC 
BELLS 


Let the compelling music of _ 


this perfect carillon extend the 
church’s message of welcome, 
faith and hope throughout 
your community. 


CARILLONIC BELLS have a 
glowing richness of tone, a 
matchless accuracy and clarity, 
that make them the choice of 
those who seléct a carillon by 
the proper gauge —its audible 
beauty. / 


CARILLONIC BELLS can be 
installed in your church with- 
out structural changes . . . they 
may be played as a solo instru- 
ment or with the organ. Let 
us tell you about a// their ad- 
vantages, and their surprisingly 
moderate cost. 


Address Dept. ST-87 


Sehubacriok 


ELECTRONICS, INC. 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


Leading with more than 1500 instaHa- 
tions of tower CARILLONIC BELLS. 


Uj 


819 
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WwW A NTE e Christian Maternity and 
* Child Caring Institution 

desires resident registered nurse supervisor. Good 

salary and maintenance. 


Miss Anne C.SmitH Zoar Home, Allison Park, Pa. 


Two Christmas Pi lays 


By Elizabeth McFadden 
TIDINGS OF JOY 


Theme: A present-day Joseph and Mary with their 
baby are to be evicted from their home on Christmas 
Eve. Pagts: 12 boys (may be reduced to 6 by combin- 
ing minof parts), 6 girls, extras only if desired. Time: 
40 minutes. Scene: plain interior. tumes: ordinary 
dress, or Scout uniforms. Music: lovely old carols. 
my trong plea for Shen dines ; Fagan mahog 
idings oy’ particularly g ior the pu ° 
raising maliel, caaney."—teview in the Girl Scout Leader. 
WHY THE CHIMES RANG 


Called “the Christmas standby,” has been played more 
than 8,000 times. Theme: A boy gives his heart with 
his good deed. Parts: 2 boys, 1 man, 2 women, 7 extras. 
Scene: simple interior backed by a vision of a chancel. 
Costumes: medieval.~ Music: very beautiful. 


Price, each play, 40 cents Royalty, $5.00 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


25 West 45th Street, New York 19, N.Y. 
7623 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood 46, Calif. 








[ The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The afticles advertised are made te 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 


. proves so well worth while. 

































$8.75 
Thumb-Indexed 
Edition $10 





THE omplede 
Lanne CONCORDANCE ------ 


Here is the standard reference work 
of our time—the snfailing authority 
im its special field, 


STRONG'S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE 


A huge book in every respect—in con- 
cept, theological and academic im- 
portance; in actual physical propor- 
tions. Anyone who knows his A-B-C’s 
and just one key word of the passage he 
seeks can find it without fail. For every 
word and every passage of the Bible are 
recorded. There are also: Greek, He- 
brew and Chaldee dictionaries, and 
a Comparative Concordance includ: 
ing certain American variations. 
Order from your Bookseller 


- Abingdon-Cokesbury 
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thy 3:16 says, “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” The word “inspira- 
tion” means “to breathe into.” Suppose, 
when you come home from school to- 
morrow, your mother would say, “Come 
here, Mary, and I will tell you a secret.” 
She whispers in your ear, “When you 
graduate from high school your father 
and I are going to buy you a wrist 
watch.” While your mother is whisper- 
ing these words, she is breathing into 
your ear. She is inspiring you with the 
thought of that watch. So God inspired 
the men who wrote the Bible. He 
breathed into their minds or whispered 
into their ears, what they were to write. 

And so the sixty-six books of the Bible 
were written. A whole library, yet 
bound into one volume. These books 
are not thrown together just any way. 
Every one of them fits into its own place. 
The Bible is like a beautiful piece of 
mosaic. A mosaic is a picture made of 
many little pieces of stone of different 
colors. These colored pieces of: stone all 
fit together to make the picture. And 
just the same way, all the books of the 
Bible unite together to make one beau- 
tiful picture of the Lord Jesus and His 
salvation. . 

The Bible is God’s holy Word. Every 
one who is really willing to do 
God’s will may find that out for him- 
self (John 7:17). But even those who 
do not know this know at least that the 
English Bible is the greatest piece df 
literature in our language. A man who 
has studied that will have a good com- 
mand of the language. And any man who 
has not studied it has a serious lack in 
his education, even if he is highly edu- 
cated in other respects. 

Many critics think Shakespeare the 
greatest of our English writers. When 
I studied Shakespeare, I was amazed at 
the number of things he said which I 
recognized as from the Bible. And this 
is true of other great writers. If every 
reference to the Bible or to some inci- 
dent in it or quotation from it were re- 
moved from the world’s literature, I be- 
lieve most people would be astonished 
at the tremendous gaps that there would 
be in it. 

Now let us have our special reports. 

How we should love this wonderful 
Book, and how we should study it! If 
we do, we also will gain wisdom and 
understanding. We, too, will find it a 
lamp to guide our feet step by step, and 
a light to lead us straight to Chast and 
Heaven. , 

(For much of this lesson, I am greatly 
indebted to “Bible Wonders,” by Richard 
Newton, which is unfortunately out of 
print.) 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


wg 


Please pray fot the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining fhe conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is d for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tilustrations must reach the Times 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


But the Bible Lives On—The word 
of our God shall stand for ever (Isa. 
40:8, Golden Text). Ingersoll held up 
a copy of the Bible and said, “In fifteen 
years I’ll have this book in the morgue.” 
Fifteen years rolled by; Ingersoll was 
in the morgue, and the Bible lives on. 
Voltaire said that in one hundred years 
the Bible would be an outmoded and 
forgotten book, to be found only in 
museums. When the one hundred years 
were up Voltaire’s house was owned 
and used by the Geneva Bible Society, 
and recently ninety-two volumes of Vol- 
taire’s works, a part of the Earl of 
Derby’s library, were sold for two dol- 
lars!—From Christian Digest. Sent by 
E, Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Studying a Classic—I have more un- 
derstanding than all my teachers: for 
thy testimonies are my meditation (Psa. 
119:99). A young man bemoaned the 
fact that he had no time for reading 
the classics. His mother, who had no 
formal education and was not much of 
a talker, said, “What is classical litera- 
ture, Son?” “Neither ancient, nor mod- 
ern, always new, and incapable of grow- 
ing old” —he quoted from Lowell’s “Es- 
say on Spencer.” His mother smiled, and 
then answered slowly, “Yow study your 
Bible diligently, Son, so I know you are 
studying a classic —a library of sixty-six 


. books written by many different authors; 


history, poetry, prophecy, biography, and 
letters of instruction.” “You are right, 
Mother,” the young son answered 
thoughtfully. “I’d rather know the Bible 
than all the other classics combined.”— 
From Hermonine Hake, Clearwater, Fla. 


Dearer With the Years.—Through thy 
precepts I get understanding: therefore 
I hate every false way (Psa. 119:104). 
While waiting for the service to begin 
in a little country church, strange to me, 
I picked up an old Bible which lay in 
the pew. On the flyleaf, these words 
were written: “My dear mother gave 
me this Bible on the eve of my departure 
from my home in Ireland. It was dear 
to me when she gave it to me many 
years ago, but with the years it has 
grown dearer. It kept me from sin, 
when, in a strange land, I was sorely 
tempted. As I sought to obey its pre- 
cepts, Christ has grown nearer and 
dearer.” Just as the service began, an 
old lady with a heavenly countenance 
which told of a walk with God entered 
the pew and picked up the old Bible — 
Personal. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West 
Hill, Ont., Can. 





























































Lesson for October 3 

Light From Above Needed.—Thy word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path “Psa. 119:105). “Consider the 
merciful nature of God, in having writ- 
ten us a Bible at all. Ah, He might 
have left us without it, to grope our 
dark way, as blind men seek the wall; 
He might have suffered us to wander 
on with the star of reason as our only 
guide. I recollect a story of Mr. Hume, 
who so constantly affirmed that the light 
of reason is abundantly sufficient. Be- 
ing at a good minister’s house one eve- 
ning, he had been discussin® the ques- 
tien, and declaring his firm belief in the 
sufficiency of the light of nature. On 
leaving, the minister offered to hold him 
a candle to light him down the steps. 
He said, “No; the light of nature will 
be enough; the moon will do.” It so 
happened that the moon was covered 
with a cloud, and he fell down the steps, 
“Ah!” said the minister, “you had bet- 
ter have had a little light from above, 
after all, Mr. Hume.” . . . Better have 
two lights than only one. The light of 
creation is a bright light. God may be 
seen in the stars; His name is written 
in gilt letters on the brow of night; you 
may discover His glory in the ocean 
waves, yea, in the trees of the field, but 
it is better to read it in two books than 
in one. You will find it here more 
clearly revealed; for He has written this 
Beok Himself, and He has given you 
the key to understand it, if you have 
the Holy Spiyit—From “The Bible,” by 
Charles H. Spurgeon, in “Sermons of 
Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.” Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


That’s What Lets You In.—That be- 
lieving ye might have life through his 
name (John 20:31). A London waif, 
cold and hungry, was invited one night 
by a city missionary to one of the houses 
of refuge for little wanderers. He was 
told, to ring the bell, and when they 
asked him who he was, to say the three 
words, “In His,name.” He ventured up 
the steps and, true to the~promise of 
«the worker, received a royal welcome, 
and with a good supper and a warm bed 
dreamed that he was in Heaven. A few 
days after, he was hurt in a London 
thoroughfare by a passing wagon. The 
card of the rescue home was found in 
his pocket, and he was taken to the hos- 
pital, and word was sent to the mission. 
He was tenderly nursed during the few 
lingering days of his life, and gently 
taugnt of that other portal which was 
also entered “in His name.” And often 
in his last hours he would repeat over 
and over again, “‘In His name,’ that’s 
what lets you in.”—From the Rev. A. B. 
Simpson. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


It Lays Bare the Heart.—And is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof (2 Tim. 
3:16). A few years ago I took notes on 
the eommon idea of what it means to be 
a Christian, questioning people as I met 
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them day by day. With rare exceptions, 
most of the people I quizzed believed 
that salvation depends upon good works, 
often summarized in “the Golden Rule.” 
. . . Coincident with this ignorance and 
apathy, and perhaps significant of it, I 
find also a curious dislike among men 
to any open Bible study in public places. 
If I rode about in the cars with an open 
Koran or Confucius in my hands, my 
friends and neighbors would look up to 
me with profound respect, whispering 
that I was of a rare, scholarly turn of 
mind. But if I take my Testament out 
of my pocket to redeem “the time, be- 
cause the days are evil,” and to get a 
little ‘spiritual refreshment to satisfy my 
hunger on my journey, I am looked at 
askance, and few want to sit by me, 
still less would anyone be inclined to 
ask for a message from the Book, I am 
frankly puzzled by all this, but I judge 
that at least a partial explanation lies 
in the fact that the Bible is the one Book 
in the world which really lays bare the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, and 
leaves the best man no ground on which 
to stand, while it commands him to con- 
fess his sins and repent.—From pamphlet 
“My Faith,” by the late Dr. Howard A. 
Kelly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. Prize illustration, 


| For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Our Bible (Psa. 119:97-105; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17) 


‘HIS fourth quarter, dealing with the 

Bible, should include knowledge of 
the main divisions and the order of the 
various books. Even if they have been 
learned before, they are quickly forgot- 
ten unless kept in constant review. 

On white flannel draw with crayon 
two ladders, one with enough rungs to 
represent the Old Test&ment books, and 
the other to represent the New Testa- 
ment. The colored crayon may be “set” 
by pressing with @ hot iron, using a piece 
of tissue paper. Then mount the flan- 
nel on a piece of cardboard so it can 
be placed on the table or on a chair at 
a slight angle. (Otherwise, the names 
will not adhere.) Write or print the 
names of the books on slips of con- 
struction paper of such size as to fit 
between the rungs of the ladder. A 
different color may be used for the books 
of each division. (Smooth paper will 
not stick to flannel, but construction 
paper is rough enough to adhere.) Slips 
for the names of the class members 
should also be prepared to mark the 
attainment of each one. Each will like 
to write his own name when the proper 
time comes. This material will not be 
needed until the third lesson, but it 
will incite interest to show it this lesson 
and tell the pupils that those who have 
the divisions learned by that lesson may 
write their names and place their slips 
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at the foot of the ladder ready to climb 
the following Sunday. 

When Timothy was learning the Bible, 
he never thought his name would some 
day be in it! How much of the Bible 
did he have? In the Psalms he read 
these verses; find them in your Bibles 
(Psa@, 119:97-105). How often did the 
writer think about the Bible? Because 
he knew the Bible, he was wiser than 
three kinds of people. How did he keep 
from doing wrong? Did he enjoy the 
Bible? What else is the Bible like? Find 
six different names he uses for the Bible, 
I hope you will love this Book as he did! 

We usuallly divide the Old Testament 
into five parts with these names, (List 
them on the blackboard or a poster.) 
Law (5). History (12). Poetry (5). 
Major Prophets (5). Minor Prophets 
(12). The number of books in each is 
5 or 12. That makes it easy to remem- 
ber. (Add the numbers.) The New Tes- 
tament books, are in these divisions, 
Gospels (4). History (1). Pauline Epis- 
tles (14). General Epistles (7). Proph- 
ecy (1). 

Paul wrote Timothy two letters that 
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later became part of the New Testament. 


What division are ,they in? (Pauline 
Epistles. Explain meaning.) .Paul told 
Timothy to keep right on studying what 
Bible he had. “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God.” It is good to 
teachy you what you need to know, to 
scold you when you do wrong, and start 
you back right; to teach you what is 
right. By it God’s boy or girl gan find 
everything he needs to grow in the 
Christian life. “Be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only” (Jas, 1:22, Mem- 
ory Verse) 

The different people we have been 
studying about help us see what is right 
or wrong for us, too. I am wondering 
if you can tell which part of the Bible 
they are in, (Pass out slips previously 
used for review, and add: Ananias, 
Aquila, Barnabas, Ephesus, Eunice, Lois, 
Priscilla, Saul called Paul, Timothy. Let 
a pupil call the name of one of his slips 
and ask anyone he wishes whether it is 
an Old or New Testament person or 
place.) 

You cannot get your name in the 
Bible now as Timothy and all those 
folks did. But there is a book where 
I hope it is written, the “book of 
life” (Rev. 20:12, 15). (Explain the 
meaning and how one’s name is written 
there. You might use the ‘chorus of “Is 
My Name Written There?” found in 


_many old hymn books.) 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS quarter we are studying the 

Bible as literature. We may not 
stick very closely to the Primary Topics 
as outlined, because the lessons are so 
disconnected, and I believe Primary 
children are old enough to learn many 
things about the Bible. To help them 
with these lessons, I-would suggest that 
you make an imaginary library from 
small boxes. Stationery or greeting card 
boxes or any other small boxes of uni- 
form size would do.. You will need 


‘twelve of them. Label them on the edge 


as books are labeled. Biography, Law, 
O. T. History, Wisdom, Life Problems, 
Prophecy, Poetry, Parables, N, T. His- 
tory, Letters, Good News, Apocalypse. 

For this first lesson, use the whole 
set of “books.” 

You all know the books of the Bible, 
I’m sure. You may not be able to say 
them al! from memory, but you know 
there are sixty-six books in the Bible, 
thirty-nine in the Old Testament and 
twenty-seven in the New Testament. 
We could make a library of sixty-six 
books, and have them all here as our 
library, but we have arranged the Bible 
a little differently today. Don’t get 
mixed up about this, for the Bible is 
just the same as. it always was, but we 
are going to study it a little differently. 





: hoe wail 



























Lesson for October 3 - 


We're going to divide it up by what it 
contains. You know there are so many 
different things in the Bible. I don’t 
have to tell you there are stories and 
Psalms and commandments, and rules — 
a lot of different things. You know about 
some of these things and you will know 
a lot more about them after this quar- 
ter’s lessons, 

You will see that we have these twelve 
books labeled. The first one says B-i-o-g- 
r-a-p-h-y, and that means the story of 
a person’s life. A biography starts out 
with thé person when he or she is born, 
or is very small, and tells us what hap- 
pened to him all his life. There are 


. many biographies in the Bible. 


The next book we have is called L-a-w, 
Law. That means the rules by which 
we are kept in order. When you went 
to kindergarten, there were certain rules 
you had to obey, and when you go to 
school, there are some more rules. When 
you grow up-and go to college or into 
business, you will still have rules you 
must obey. We vote to make rules, or 
laws, to make all the people behave 
themselves. You know when men take 
things that don’t belong to them, they 
are arrested and punished, because they 
have broken the law. 

The third book is Old Testament his- 
tory, the story of the chosen people, the 
Israelites. 

Fourth, we have the W-i-s-d-o-m, wis- 
dom books, which tell us many things 
that men could never find out, but God 
knew and tells them in these books, 

Then there is one book which teaches 
us about the Problems of life—why 
men suffer. 

There are books of P-r-o-p-h-e-c-y, 
books which tell what is going to hap- 
pen before it happens. 

There are books that are P-o-e-t-r-y, 
like Psalms. 

Then there are books that have a cer- 
tain kind of stories which we call P-a-r- 
a-b-l-e-s. Jesus told many of them. 

We come next to New Testament His- 
tory, that story of the church. 

We have a collection of Letters. 

Of course the most wonderful thing 
about the Bible is that it is the Book 
that tells us the good news of salvation, 
how Christ died for our sins on Calvary. 

The last book in our set says A-p-o-c- 
a-l-y-p-s-e, which means the uncovering 
or unveiling, and tells us wonderful 
things that will happen when Jesus 
comes back to earth, and much about 
Heaven. 

Now you see how much we have to 
study this quarter. We will have to put 
on our thinking caps and really get busy 
and see how much we can learn about 
the Bible, because it is the most im- 
portant book in the world, because it is 
God’s Book. All ready, on your mark’! 
See how much you can learn! 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 816) 


1. The Bible is the ‘inspired record of 
God’s saving revelation to men. No other 
literature is that. 


2. Its vast superiority in dignity, simplic- 
ity, truthfulness, ethical grandeur, and 
unity marks it as divine in a class by itself. 

3. The fact that it had over forty human 
authors, writing in different places, in dif- 
ferent circumstances, at different times over 
a period of about 1,500 years. 

4. History, biography, lyric poetry, dra- 
matic poetry, short story, sermon, epistle, 
apocalypse, proverb, polemic, and many 
others. 


5. “That inexplicable power which the Di- 
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of holy Scripture, in. order to their guidance 
even in the employment of the words they 
used, and to preserve them alike from all 
error and from all omission” (Gaussen, 
Theopneustia). 

6. Inspiration did not destroy the individ- 
uality of the holy men who wrote. In the 
very highest sense, it was “truth through 
personality.” 

7. The word “canon” has gone through 
quite a cycle of meanings, from merely a 
straight rod to a rule or standard. The 
“canon” of Scripture is the group of sacred 
writings which constitute the rule or stand- 
ard of doctrine for the church, namely, the 
Bible. 

8. It is better to study it as literature than 
not to study it at all, for there is always 
the probability of coming to see that it is 
revelation. 

9. “Able to make .. . wise” (2 Tim. 3:15); 
“able to build you up” (Acts 20:32); “able 
to save your souls’”’ (Jas. 1:21). 

10. Psalm 119. 


When His Sister Sang 
(Continued from page 814) 


He read histories of the origin and 
growth of world religions. He finally 
adopted the belief of various anthropolo- 
ists and psychologists who traced re- 
ligion back to the savage’s fear of the 
unknown. 





The purple shadows were but.a mem- 
ory. Night had fallen, and its darkness 
was as complete as his own spiritual 
condition. As if he had been roused 
from a reverie, Walter Strong listened 
as his sister, secure in her firm Chris- 
tian faith, sang the stanza of her hymn: 

My soul is night, my heart is steel — 

I cannot see, I cannot feel. 

What: sort of song could this be, he 
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’ 
thought. “My soul is night—” It was 
describing accurately his own state. “My 
heart is steel —’ How true of him! The 
song continued as Walter rose and went 
into the living room. He stood beside 
the piano. 

For light, for life, I must appeal 

In simple faith to Jesus. 

His cynicism was ebbing fast. His 
thoughts were undergoing a_ strange 
change. Heretofore his mental attitude 
had forced upon him the belief that his 
existence was futile, that the universe 
was nothing more or less than a bit of 
ghastly irony. 

The mental process of change was 
rapid as the song continued. The nega- 
tive idea of the first and second stanzas 
had given place to a very positive state- 
ment. The statement carried conviction, 
inasmuch as, apparently, it was the ex- 
pression of the author’s own faith: 

He died, He lives, He reigns, He pleads; 

There’s love in all His words and deeds; 

There's all a guilty sinner needs 

Fofevermore in Jesus. ‘ 

Walter Strong was not dreaming. The 
truth had aroused him. If this state- 
ment be true he must accept it. His 
period of atheistic doubt now loomed 
up as an ugly nightmare. His life had 
been out of focus. Memory was at work 
as it took him back to boyhood days. 

The song ceased. The singer turned 
another page, leaving the song unfin- 
ished, 


“Why not sing the last verse?” he 
asked. 


Possibly his sister had not heard the 
request. It was repeated. And then, 
having found the page, she sang the 
final verse: 

Though some should sneer, 

should blame, 

T'll go. with all my guilt and shame; 

I'll go to Him because His name, 

Above all names is Jesus. 


and some 


“Thanks,” said her brother shortly, as 
he hurried from the room. 

He needed to be alone. The beauty 
and simplicity of God’s plan of salva- 
tion had been revealed. The truth of 
the phrase, “there’s all a guilty sinner 
needs,” made clear his guilt. It was a 
vital reality. He realized his need of 
salvation, 


Walter Strong bowed his head and 
prayed. A verse of Scripture, learned 
long before, flashed through his mem- 
ory, “Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and. I will give 
you rest.” Intervening years pf doubt 
and skepticism had not. erased his 
mother’s favorite verse from his mind. 
He needed rest. He needed peace. The 
hymn, with its orderly musical phras- 
ing, was a God-appointed agent that 
finally pointed the way to salvation, The 
subtleties of logic had failed. The war- 
ring elements of confused thought had 
disappeared. Chaos gave way to the 
spiritual cosmos of a life in harmony 
with the will of God. Walter Strong 
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in simple faith laid hold on the promise 
of God. 

My meeting with Walter Strong was 
at the close of a program of sacred 
music when, in response to an invitation, 
he came forward to confess publicly his 
faith in Christ and to praise God for 
salvation through the finished work of 
the cross. 


PASADENA, CALIF. 
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Adolphe Monod on Inspiration 
(Continued from second page) 


book in the world can pretend to have, 
the Apostle Paul explains by inspiration, 
The explanation that he gives of the 
profitableness of Scripture is not his only. 
It is also held by the prophets who 
everywhere announce themselves as sent 
of God and the instruments of His Spirit. 
It is partaken of by the apostles as those 
who have received a special mission from 
Jesus Christ and whgse word is to be 
recognized as His was (1 Thess. 2:13). 
It is held by Christ who, in principle 
as in fact, recognized the inspiration of 
the prophets. (Matt. 22:23-46) and guar- 
anteed that of the apostles (Matt. 10: 
19, 20). It is held by the Fathers, by the 
Reformers, by the tradition of the uni- 
versal Church and especially by Prot- 
estantism, which considers Scripture asa 
book apart, one which a special influence 
of the Holy Spirit has clothed with 
divine virtue and authority. 

M. Monod then examines the Apocry- 
pha which, as Jewish Scripture, ought 
to have much of the quality of the Old 
Testament. But how inferior its moral 
character in even the best of these books. 
While Scripture is occupied with God, 
here man is of chief interest — the man- 
ner cf man, his works, his motives, even 
his desires, \ 

Then the Church Fathers. There are, 
for example, letters, written after the 
death of the apostles by Clement of 
Rome, a companion of St. Paul, and by 
Ignatius and Polycarp, disciples of St. 
John, both believers of exemplary piety, 
faithful even to martyrdom. Being first 
in the succession after the immediate 
disciples of Jesus Christ, they united all 
the conditions for speaking as profitably 
as the apostles, if one can attain to this 
by faith, piety, and Christian light, but 
without the special aid which our text 
calls inspiration. Have they so spoken? 

No, none of them, any more than the 
Fathers who succeeded them. There is 
in them the perfume of simple faith, 
but with neither the firmness of con- 
centration, the largeness of principles, 
the richness of thought, that concise full- 
ness of language, that precision of doc- 
trine, that solidity of logic, that balance 
of teaching, that moral surety, that so- 
briety of sentiment which characterize 
the writings of the apostles and* which 
makes the first half of Ephesians equal 
to the last discourscs of John’s Gospel 


° 
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and the second half, to the Sermon on 
the Mount. ,The Letter of Clement to 
the Christians of Corinth and that of 
Polycarp to those of Philippi, the first 
written to summon the Corinthians to 
brotherly harmony, the second to urge 
the obligations of Christian holiness, are 
both animated by the spirit of Paul, 
their avowed model. But neither one 
nor the other has anything of his man- 
ner. In‘place of appealing to St. Paul 
as Paul appealed to’ Moses and David, 
in order to penetrate more deeply into 
their words than they themselves did, 
and to present it under new aspects — 
Clement and Polycarp appeal to the 
apostle as to an authority, as we do, 
without adding anything to it. They 
support themselves on Paul as Paul 
never supported himself on anyone. As 
Polycarp wrote, “Neither I nor any man 
can attain the wisdom of blessed Paul, 
that glorious apostle who wrote you 
Corinthians a letter from which you can 
draw all that you need to forward you 
in the faith you have received.” 


(To be continued) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 3 
1. How Can I Gain Self-Confidence? 
(Prov. 3:21-26; 2 Cor. 12:7-10) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 





HE Christian’s answer to the ques- 

tion posed by the topic for this week 
is a strange paradox. Many years ago, 
the Rev. George Matheson wrote out 
of a rich experience of fellowship with 
Christ, the following words of a hymn 
that emphasizes this paradox. It reads 
in part: 


Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be, 
I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms 
And strong shall be my hand, 


My heart is weak and poor 
Until it master find; 
It has no spring of action sure— 
It varies with the wind; 
It cannot freely move 
Till Thou hast wrought its chain; 
Enslave it with Thy matchless love, 
And deathless it shall — 
My ‘will is net my own 
Till Thou hast made it Thine; 
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If it would reach ‘the monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign: 
It only stands unbent, 
Amid the clashing strife, 
When on Thy bosom it has leant, 
And found in Thee its life. 
In other words, the Christian’s antwer 
to “How can I gain self-confidence?” is, 
“By having confidence or faith in An- 
other, and by letting that other One 
control and direct the life, unhindered.” 


we 


In the first portion chosen for our 
Scripture lesson from the Book of Prov- 
erbs, we are counseled to hold fast to 
the knowledge of God, and to His wis- 
dom (v. 21). Early in this third chapter 
of Proverbs we find these golden words, 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own under- 
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be 
not wise in thine own eyes: fear the 
Lord, and depart from evil” (Prov. 3: 
§-7). 

God’s Word makes it very clear that, 
naturally, man’s heart is wicked, and 
his judgment and knowledge are faulty, 
and incomplete. But God has placed at 
the disposal of anyone who will have it 
His matchless and perfect knowledge 
and wisdom. He has urged us, “If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him” 
(Jas. 1:5). 

The first portion of our Scripture les- 
son continues by showing in what way 
the wisdom and knowledge of God will 
give corifidence to those who put their 
trust in Him. We fing here that it will 
guide our feet so that we may not stum- 
ble in the way (v. 23), and that it will 
satisfy our hearts, give us release from 
fear, and give peace of mind (vs. 24, 25). 
It is the Lord Himself who is to be 
confidence, and not ourselves (v. 26). 

eg 

As we turn to the second portion of 
our Scripture lesson, we find that Paul 
is telling the Corinthian Christians of 
the value that he had found in coming 
to an end of the confidence he had in 
Paul, and putting all his trust in the 
Lord. In the midst of difficulties and 
trials that would have overwhelmed him 
otherwise, Paul found joy, because 
through that very weakness he found 
the power of Christ making itself real 
to him. As Paul decreased in the man- 
agement of his life, Christ increased. 
To the Philippian Christians, Paul was 
able to say, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 
4:13). Here is the real confidence of 
the Christian, a confidence that depends 
not at all on self, but relies wholly on 
Christ. 

b 4 


Dr. Matheson’s hymn, quoted above, 
shows the way toward such a life of 
faith. It is through surrender to the 
Lord Jesus in accord with the princi- 





September 18, 1948 
ples set forth in Romans 12:1, 2—turn- 
ing over to Him every faculty, every 
desire, every ambition, and _ relying 
wholly upon Him to work out His per- 
fect plan for us, and in us, and through 
us. Here is the practical working out 
in the life of the meaning of -faith— 
Forsaking All, I Take Him. 

Do you want a life of power, of as- 
surance, of quietness, and freedom from 
fear and alarm of all sorts? This is the 
Christian way, which Paul had in mind 
when he wrote, “For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





*. Daily Bible Readings on the International 


Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 27 to October 3 

Mon.—2 Timothy 3:14-17. Our Bible 

PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “The holy scrip, 
tures.” “Holy men ,.. spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” Such divine 
words are properly called the Scrip- 
tures. The last and final revelation of 
divine truth came through the only be- 
gotten Son of God. The Bible is not a 
composition of the words of good men; 
but it is the Word of God given through 
good men. We are compelled to pin our 
hopes upon the word of man or the Word 
of God. Which do you choose? Pray 
for the Gospel Mission, 810-16 Fifth St., 
N. W, 5th and H Sts., N. W., Washington, 
a es 


Tues.—Psalm 119:97-105. 
“O How Love I Thy Law !” 
PRAYER Succestions: “‘O how love I thy 
law !” We either openly love or secretly 
hate the Word of God. Happy is the 
person to whom the Bible is God’s truth, 
the sum of all wisdom, the soul’s best 
guard on the road of life, the warrant of 
faith, the comfort of hope, the guaran- 
tee of all happiness here and hereafter. 
Can you claim for it all that David does 
in Psalms 19 and 119?° Pray for the 
House-by-the-Side-of-the-Road, 446. W. 
Federal St., Youngstown 3, Ohio. 
Wed.—Luke ::1-4, 
“That You May Know the Truth.” 
PRAYER SuccEstions: “That thou might- 
est know the certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast been instructed.” 
Christian evidence is ample for every 
honest soul in the world. And after the 
good example of Dr. Luke, let us put 
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questioning people in the way of know- 
ing the whole truth. The Bible invites 
investigation. It welcomes rational con- 
sideration of its pages. Pray for The 
Missionary Workers, 138 Stimson Ave., 
Detroit 1. 
Thurs.—Luke 24:13-27. ' 
“He Interpreted to Them . . . the Scriptures.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He opened to us 
the scriptures” (v. 32). The humblest 
disciple of Christ can know Him better 
by the Word of God opened to him by 
the Holy Spirit than he could have 
known it had he followed Christ from 
place to place in the days of His flesh, 
He: who takes the things of Christ and 
shows them to us is ever near to lend 
His aid as we walk in the truth. Pray 
for Goodwill Home and Rescue Mission, 
28-44 Eagles St., Newark 2, N. J. 


Fri.—Luke 24:28-35. 
“And Their Eyes Were Opened.” 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Their eyes were 
opened.” Our Lord’s heavenly eyesalve 
can make blind spiritual eyes to see, 
We should pray that our own eyes shall 
be opened to see the riches of truth God 
gives to us in the Bible. And even for 
Laodicean Christians we need to pray 
that they-may anoint their eyes with 
eyesalve that they may see (Eph. 1:18). 
God alone ‘openeth the eyes of the blind. 
Pray for The Helping Hand Rescue Mis- 
sion; Inc., 141 Fairmount Ave., Philadel- 
phia 23. \ 
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Sat.—John 20:30, 31. 


“These Are Written, That You May Believe.” 


PRAYER Succestions: “These are writ- 
ten, that yye might believe that Jesus is 


the Christ, the Son of God; and that be- | 


lieving ye might hgve life through his 
name.” Only truth can produce true 
faith. And John gives witness to the 
only person who is the truth, and whose 
Word is truth. He knew, saw, heard, 
and handled Christ “the word of life.” 
If we do the truth we shall know more 
truth; but if we err from it, error will 
increase more and more.. Pray for Cal- 
vary Rescue Mission, 271 Passaic St., 
Passaic, N. J. 


Sun.—Psalm 119:187-144, 
“Thy Word Is Very Pure.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy word is very 
pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.” 
We know God is pure by the purity of 
His Word and of His Son. The end of 
salvation is holiness, afd this is pro- 
moted by the Word of God. The best 
people love the Book and the worst hate 
ft. Here in Christ and the Bible right- 
eousness is revealed, honored, and glori- 
fied. Your character is determined by 
your acceptance of the Son of God and 
the Word of God. Pray for Brotherhood 
Mission, Inc., 401 E, Girard Ave., Phila- 
delphia 25. 
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the Word of God. - Less than 1 per 
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1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
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Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
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Teach 408 classes? Yes—through the “mail- 
bag lessons” you help send from Moody Bible 
Institute. ’ 


These lessons go td’ earnest students, scattered 
‘round the world—to businessmen, housewives 
and men in service, to shut-ins and young 
people. These are folks who hunger for the 
Word of God, but cannot come to Moody. So, 
through carefully planned and written cerre- 
spondence courses, the Institute goes to them. 
Studying alone or in classes, they drink deeply 


of the precious things God: has for all who 
search the Scriptures. 
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power of God's Word to transform whole 
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